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Tidy Tuesday is a weekly social data 
project in R
က: Every week @thomas_mock and 
@R4DSCommunity post a new dataset

က< R users explore the dataset and make a data 
visualization of their choosing

က> Everyone shares their visualizations on Twitter 
with #TidyTuesday

https://twitter.com/thomas_mock
https://twitter.com/r4dscommunity
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23tidytuesday


"I'm in! 
!

 How do I get started?"
Great!
Everything you need to get started is at 
github.com/rfordatascience/tidytuesday 
Browse past visualizations at tidytuesday.rocks
There are now 96 datasets and 3,656 tweets 
from 826 users!

https://github.com/rfordatascience/tidytuesday
https://nsgrantham.shinyapps.io/tidytuesdayrocks/


"So what's this presentation about?"
This presentation highlights 25 data visualization 
trends I have noticed over the past 2 years
You can find a copy of the slides at 
nsgrantham.com/data-viz-trends
What do you think? Did I miss a trend? I want to 
hear from you! Share your thoughts with me on 
Twitter 

✨

@nsgrantham 

✨

https://nsgrantham.com/data-viz-trends
https://twitter.com/nsgrantham


1. Annotations

Tell a story with your 
data visualization
Highlight outliers and 
other interesting data 
points
Explain important 
features of the plot

!
 All the Pizza by @ldbailey255

https://twitter.com/ldbailey255/status/1179462665674121217?s=20


!
 Nuclear Explosions by @carsten_stann

https://twitter.com/carsten_stann/status/1165311479865860096?s=20


!
 Video Games by @tanya_shapiro

https://twitter.com/tanya_shapiro/status/1156403323806707713?s=20


2. Trendlines

♻
 Global Plastic Waste by @SteveDX_

https://twitter.com/SteveDX_/status/1131357278156808192?s=20


!
 Nobel Prize Winners by @srini_meen

https://twitter.com/srini_meen/status/1129571132582060033?s=20


!
 Spotify Music Genres by @Ian_Bellio

https://twitter.com/Ian_Bellio/status/1219768007255216128?s=20


3. Bump Charts

!
 US PhDs Awarded by @FournierJohanie

https://twitter.com/FournierJohanie/status/1098397398441828352?s=20


!
 Dairy Production & Consumption by @fluentinfoolish

https://twitter.com/fluentinfoolish/status/1090088916563173376?s=20


!
 Women's World Cup by @frau_dr_barber

https://twitter.com/frau_dr_barber/status/1149407433288224770?s=20


4. Hexbins (and hex 
stickers, of course)

!
 NYC Squirrel Census by @CedScherer

https://twitter.com/CedScherer/status/1190379122960293894?s=200


✌
 Anime Popularity by @allison_horst

https://twitter.com/allison_horst/status/1120887764596088833?s=20


!
 US Tuition Costs by @WireMonkey

https://twitter.com/WireMonkey/status/981639213186678784?s=20


5. Calendar heatmaps

!
 Australia Bushfires by htinkyawaye

https://twitter.com/htinkyawaye/status/1215582229683818498?s=20


!
 Biketown PDX by @ysamano28

https://twitter.com/ysamano28/status/1004586403764822016?s=20


!
 Stanford Open Policing Project by @webb_dallin

https://twitter.com/webb_dallin/status/1108803364433727488?s=20


!
 R4DS Membership by @alangel12407606

https://twitter.com/alangel12407606/status/1151602756299513858?s=20


6. Custom geoms

Points, lines, and bars?
Sure, they're great.
But have you tried 
making your own 
geoms? 

✨

!
 Christmas Songs by @watzoever

https://twitter.com/watzoever/status/1209307498659889152?s=20


!
 Christmas Songs by @Jake_Lawlor

https://twitter.com/Jake_Lawlor1/status/1211461802216677377?s=20


!
 Bob Ross Paintings by @geokaramanis

https://twitter.com/geokaramanis/status/1159752908604239873?s=20


7. Animations

☄
 Meteorite Landings by @JustTheSpring

https://twitter.com/JustTheSpring/status/1138212307970822144?s=20


⌛
 Life Expectancy by @jdbarillas (left) and 

"
 Seattle Bike Traffic by @50_first_data (right)

https://twitter.com/jdbarillas/status/1015340011846283264?s=20
https://twitter.com/50_first_data/status/1113192577866575877?s=20


!
 Powerlifting by @CL_Rothschild

https://twitter.com/CL_Rothschild/status/1181961943743172608?s=20


8. Waffles

!
 Car Fuel Economy by @perspectivalean

https://twitter.com/perspectivalean/status/1184905932259676161?s=20


!
 Roman Emperors by @JCollinsData

https://twitter.com/JCollinsData/status/1161747729686642689?s=20


!
 Work Commutes by @geokaramanis

https://twitter.com/geokaramanis/status/1193162408543440898?s=20


9. Meetups

Tidy Tuesday Club at 
UCSB Bren School
Many regular meetups 
hosted worldwide by 
RLadies like 
@RLadiesAKL, 
@RLadiesRTP, 
@RLadiesFreiburg, 
and more
@GracieGW celebrates a #TidyTuesday code win

https://twitter.com/allison_horst/status/1113242674113286144?s=20
https://twitter.com/allison_horst/status/1113242674113286144?s=20
https://twitter.com/RLadiesAKL/status/1219170911292542976?s=20
https://twitter.com/RLadiesRTP/status/1217206394778193921?s=20
https://twitter.com/RLadiesFreiburg/status/1217144924312887296?s=20
https://benubah.github.io/r-community-explorer/rladies.html
https://twitter.com/allison_horst/status/1123422032920600576?s=20




10. Interactivity

!
 NYC Squirrel Census by @ewBarba made with plotly

https://twitter.com/ewBarba/status/1189476769373384709?s=20


!
 Global Student-Teacher Ratio by @lena2nguyen made with shiny

https://twitter.com/lena2nguyen/status/1126498903136727045?s=20


11. Small multiples

Discover patterns in 
your data by making it 
easy to compare and 
contrast different 
subgroups of your data
Use facet_wrap or 
facet_grid from 
ggplot2

!
 Seattle Bike Traffic by @othomn

https://twitter.com/othomn/status/1114323237268283394?s=20


!
 Comic Book Characters by @TheresaWege

https://twitter.com/TheresaWege/status/1001771028010463232?s=20


!
 Women in the Workforce by @Christi58451746

https://twitter.com/Christi58451746/status/1118642167981985798?s=20


12. Maps 
!

Lots of options:
☞ geom_sf in ggplot2

☞ maps package

☞ osmdata package

☞world tile grid

!
 Philly Parking Tickets by @manginiflor

https://twitter.com/manginiflor/status/1203473191580114944?s=20


!
 Alcohol Consumption by @veerlevanson

https://twitter.com/veerlevanson/status/1012086939560873986?s=20


☄
 Meteorite Impacts by @deanmarchiori

https://twitter.com/deanmarchiori/status/1140837445430206465?s=20


!
 Global Student-Teacher Ratio by @CedScherer with help from a blog post by @maartenzam

https://twitter.com/CedScherer/status/1125875233234141184?s=20
http://www.maartenlambrechts.com/2017/10/22/tutorial-a-worldtilegrid-with-ggplot2.html


13. Geofacets

Combination of maps 
and small multiples
The geofacet package 
by @hafen provides 64 
grids, including US 
States, European 
countries, Chinese 
provinces, and more.

!
 Malaria by @malinfax using a custom-made African countries grid

https://hafen.github.io/geofacet/
https://twitter.com/malinfax/status/1055827986296070144?s=20


!
 School Diversity by @zhiiiyang

https://twitter.com/zhiiiyang/status/1176894911083212801?s=20


!
 US Voter Turnout by @nsgrantham

https://twitter.com/nsgrantham/status/1051929519685218306?s=20


14. Ridgeplots

Implemented with the 
ggridges package by 
@wilkelab
Formerly known as "joy 
plots" because of their 
similarity to Joy 
Division's Unknown 
Pleasures album

!
 US Craft Beer by @Joe_Stoica

https://github.com/wilkelab/ggridges
https://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/11624-unknown-pleasurescloserstill/
https://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/11624-unknown-pleasurescloserstill/
https://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/11624-unknown-pleasurescloserstill/
https://twitter.com/Joe_Stoica/status/1017165182420836352?s=20


!
 Ramen Ratings by @allison_horst (left) and 

"
 Australian Fires by @cbrems73 (right)

https://twitter.com/allison_horst/status/1136091568903901185?s=20
https://twitter.com/cbrems73/status/1215291309793120256?s=20


15. Uncertainty distributions

!
 Powerlifting by @dr_jay_a

https://twitter.com/dr_jay_a/status/1185645611447717888?s=20


!
 Powerlifting by @_Gil_Henriques

https://twitter.com/_Gil_Henriques/status/1181986114350899200?s=20


16. Radial plots

There's a lot you can do 
with 360°
☞ Radar graphs

☞ Petal charts 

☞ Clock histograms

!
 Spotify Music Genres by @DSeernani with ggradar

https://twitter.com/DSeernani/status/1219701679819456517?s=20


!
 US Airline Wildlife Strikes by @jakekaupp

https://twitter.com/jakekaupp/status/1154112312472670210?s=20


!
 Philly Parking Tickets by @Amit_Levinson

https://twitter.com/Amit_Levinson/status/1202621138444136448?s=20


17. Beeswarm Plots

!
 Wine Ratings by @othomn

https://twitter.com/othomn/status/1133465460496850948?s=20


!
 US Honey Production by @thomas_mock

https://twitter.com/thomas_mock/status/998928801928241152?s=20


!
 Horror Movie Ratings by @jennaldevries

https://twitter.com/jennaldevries/status/1188614020468744192?s=20


18. Dark Mode

!
 Incarceration Trends by @kigtembu

https://twitter.com/kigtembu/status/1087912807834763264?s=20


!
 UFO Sightings by @soroosj

https://twitter.com/soroosj/status/1145435461940367361?s=20


!
 Powerlifting by @jmcastagnetto

https://twitter.com/jmcastagnetto/status/1181956726637113344?s=20


!
 Spotify Music Genres by @ariamsita

https://twitter.com/ariamsita/status/1219704907516796929?s=20


19. Fun with 
✨

 Customization 
✨

☄
 Meteorite Impacts by @CedScherer

https://twitter.com/CedScherer/status/1138874053383643136


!
 Media Franchises by @r0mymendez

https://twitter.com/r0mymendez/status/1147375032513044480?s=20


!
 "The Simpsons" Guest Stars by @_Gil_Henriques

https://twitter.com/_Gil_Henriques/status/1166373844040335360?s=20


!
 US National Park Visits by @Amit_Levinson

https://twitter.com/Amit_Levinson/status/1174364639427272706


20. Art! 
!

 
"

The dataset on Bob 
Ross Paintings sparked 
a lot of creativity

!
 Bob Ross Paintings by @othomn based on a blog post by @chisatini

https://twitter.com/othomn/status/1159110356867911680?s=20
https://chichacha.netlify.com/2018/11/12/utilizing-k-means-to-extract-colours-from-your-favourite-images/


!
 Bob Ross Paintings by @sbhagerty made with the brickr package

https://twitter.com/sbhagerty/status/1158484891295801347?s=20
https://github.com/ryantimpe/brickr


...and @accidental__aRt

Untitled by @malinfax

https://twitter.com/accidental__aRt
https://twitter.com/malinfax/status/1174058415175454720?s=20


Untitled by @geokaramanis

https://twitter.com/geokaramanis/status/1218484542509633536?s=20


21. Color palettes

Comprehensive list of 
color palettes by 
@EmilHvitfeldt
Some favorites:
LaCroixColoR by 
@johannesbjork
fisualize by 
@NinaSchiett

!
 Tennis Grand Slam Champions by @allison_horst with the LaCroixColoR package

https://github.com/EmilHvitfeldt/r-color-palettes
https://github.com/johannesbjork/LaCroixColoR
https://twitter.com/NinaSchiett/status/1180070737471852545?s=20
https://twitter.com/allison_horst/status/1116014995697831942?s=20


!
 Powerlifting by @Argaadya1 with the fishualize package

https://twitter.com/Argaadya1/status/1182720579188580352?s=20


22. Stepgraphs

Great choice to 
compare rate of 
progress across many 
competing individuals
And it doesn't hurt to 
highlight the greats 

!

!
 Tennis Grand Slam Champions by @jon_cole

https://twitter.com/jon_cole/status/1116888826218041345?s=20


!
 Nobel Prize Winners by @jakekaupp

https://twitter.com/jakekaupp/status/1129202271789748234?s=20


23. Screencasts

@hadleywickham suggests a Tidy Tuesday screencast (left) and @drob shares his first screencast (right)

https://twitter.com/hadleywickham/status/1048581293213212673?s=20
https://twitter.com/drob/status/1052221606746091521?s=20


Other screencasters have followed suit like @nacnudus (left) and @Sumidu (right)

https://twitter.com/iplusfour/status/1095838296314441728?s=20
https://twitter.com/Sumidu/status/1108074495271677952?s=20


The people still want 
more screencasts!
The next time you make 
a Tidy Tuesday data 
visualization, consider 
recording a short video 
and sharing it online
Learning in the open 
helps everyone 

!

@MYMRockMama asks for recommendations of live R coding videos, like those by @drob.

https://twitter.com/thomas_mock/status/1111003542721040384?s=20


24. "Making of"

!
 Wine Ratings sketch (left) and final plot (right) by @jakekaupp

https://twitter.com/jakekaupp/status/1190295099537842176?s=20


Evolution of a ggplot by @CedScherer

https://twitter.com/CedScherer/status/1129453356756492293?s=20


Tidy Tuesday walk-through flipbook by @EvaMaeRey

https://twitter.com/EvaMaeRey/status/1167085280580558849?s=20


25. Recreate graphics with ggplot2

How To Break FIFA by FiveThirtyEight

https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/how-to-break-fifa/


Recreation of "How to Break FIFA" with ggplot2 by @R_by_Ryo

https://twitter.com/R_by_Ryo/status/1007106357089075200?s=20


Who will win the presidency? by FiveThirtyEight

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2016-election-forecast/


Recreation of "Who will win the presidency?" with ggplot2 by @negbogah

https://twitter.com/negbogah/status/1206696104647122944?s=20


And those are 25 Data Viz Trends of 
the #TidyTuesday Community!
You can find a copy of these slides at 
nsgrantham.com/data-viz-trends
What do you think? Did I miss a trend? I want to 
hear from you! Share your thoughts with me on 
Twitter 

✨

@nsgrantham 

✨

Happy plotting! 
!

https://nsgrantham.com/data-viz-trends
https://twitter.com/nsgrantham

